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At WESS, we are committed to equity and access for all. . 

2020-2021
Apply to WESS!  

● WESS is excited to participate in the Diversity in Admissions initiative.  This year, and in 
each year going forward, we will reserve 60% of  our seats for students who are eligible for 
Free/Reduced Lunch.   

● Attendance and test scores are no longer considered for admission to WESS.  

The following criteria will be used for 2021 admissions:

● 50% Average 2018-19 Final Core Course Grades* 

● 50% Average 2019-20 1st Marking Period Core Course Grades*

*Core subjects:  ELA, Math, Social Studies, Science 



      Social Emotional Learning

Crew:  Social, 
emotional, 

and academic 
support  

Academic 
Progress 

monitoring 

Team-building

Service 
Learning 

Builds 
Relationships:
10-15 students 

per Crew

Crew meets twice a week for 45 minutes and is a highlight at WESS!  Students 
remain with the same crew for the entire time they are at WESS.  



Social-Emotional Learning 

In September, all 
9th grade 
students engage 
in team building 
activities 
organized by our 
lead partner, 
NYCOB 
Students explore 
the meaning 
behind “We are 
crew, not 
passengers.” 



Virtual Crew Expedition 

Due to the pandemic, our 9th grade students participated in an 
online, virtual crew expedition this year.  Our 9th grade team 
also engaged our in-person learners in outdoor team-building 
activities to help foster relationships.



Teaching & Learning 
at WESS

We teach content 
through broader 
topics that promote 
learning in the 
context of the world 
in which we live

We choose 
compelling topics to 
cultivate our 
students’ innate 
curiosity rooted in 
learning standards



Teaching & Learning 
at WESS

WESS teachers 
promote authentic 
learning and  utilize 
NYC as our  learning 
lab  

We create space for 
students to work 
through challenging 
tasks with the 
necessary supports 
to discover, 
question, and make 
meaning



The College Office at WESS

● College & Career Readiness is ingrained in & supported by the WESS model. 

● Our focus is on a comprehensive, four-year approach to college and 
career readiness that emphasizes access to higher education and empowers 
students and families.

Our supports for students and families include 
(but aren’t limited to!): 
● Resume workshops & feedback from professionals
● Opportunities to meet with a range of professionals 

working in different employment fields
● College Campus Tours (pre-COVID)
● Rep Visits (over 50+ colleges visited WESS this 

year!)
● Events with admissions & financial aid speakers
● Support with navigating standardized testing
● SAT/ACT Prep Class
● Individual college & career planning meetings



9th Grade 
Expedition

-
Mapping 

Ourselves
Guiding Question: How 
do people find their place 
in the world?

The unifying guiding question 
is studied in each course and 
provides great opportunities 
for transfer between content 
classes, which reinforces 
literacy skills and key content 
ideas.  Our interdisciplinary 
expedition is rooted in state 
learning standards in all 
content areas. 

The longer arc of a learning expedition allows for high-quality, 
authentic assessment opportunities both within each 
content area and for a final presentation of learning at the end of 
the expedition.

9th Grade Presentation of Learning: 
● Our students explore what it means to be a “New Yorker” 

and study the cultural landscapes of their neighborhoods in 
light of the coronavirus pandemic through the various lenses 
of their academic courses, such as Earth Science, ELA, and 
AP Human Geography. 

● In each of their classes, they will create a final project that 
will be presented to an authentic audience. 

● Through a virtual showcase, students will present websites 
that they design to a group of students from outside of New 
York City to share truths about how the city has experienced 
the pandemic. 



9th Grade 
Expedition

Assessment of Learning: 

Students will select one “notable 
neighbor” who resides in their 
neighborhood- this can be anyone 
from a parent to a healthcare 
worker. You will then come up with 
questions and interview this person 
about how New York City’s culture 
has changed over time, focusing 
specifically on the most recent 
changes caused by the impact of 
Covid-19. With this information, 
you will write an article in which 
you document this person’s 
experiences and show your 
knowledge about the ever-changing 
culture of New York City during 
turbulent times.

What does this look like in English?

● Case Study 1: The Perks of Being a 9th Grader

● Case Study 2: Persepolis

● Case Study 3: New York, Then and Now 

● Case Study 4: The Absolutely True Diary of a 
Part Time Indian 



Expedition: Mapping Ourselves Case Study: Persepolis 

Through an in-depth study of the 
graphic novel Persepolis, students 
learn about the life experiences of a 
teenage girl living through the 
Iranian Revolution in order to 
explore how a person’s life 
experiences can shape who they 
become. 
Assessment of Learning: 
Students participate in a Socratic 
Seminar discussion that connects 
the ideas from our text to their own 
lives and our world.

Sample Case Study:  9th grade 



                - AP for All is a part of  Mayor de Blasio’s Equity and Excellence for All Agenda

- Offers all students a chance to take AP courses

- Encourages all students to attain high academic standards

- Provides resources for 
- Student learning (textbooks, review programs, etc.)
- Student understanding (formative assessments, AP classroom)
- Teacher development

WESS:  An AP for All School 



Advanced Placement Course Offerings

Social Studies

AP Human Geography
AP World History
AP Government 
AP US History
AP Psychology
AP Seminar 

Science

AP Biology
AP Chemistry
AP Physics 

Math

AP Calculus - AB/BC
AP Computer Science

English

AP Literature and Composition
AP English Language and Composition  

Arts
AP Studio Art 

Spanish
AP Language and Culture 



Our Rigorous Math Program & Course of Study

Course Sequence 

Algebra I (8th grade)

Algebra II 

Geometry 

Pre-Calculus or Statistics

AP Calculus and/or AP 
Computer Science 

Real-world applications

Opportunities for grappling

- Instruction is differentiated to 
meet the needs of all students 
and provide support and 
challenge

Self-assessment is a routine 
practice and instruction is 
driven by data. 

- The goal is for every student to 
get to Calculus 



Arts at WESS

Dance ● Visual Arts ● Music
● All programs are based in creative art-making
● Connections to grade-wide expeditions
● Transferable Skills- collaboration, problem solving, 

performance and presentation, reflection



A Partnership with Take Two Film Academy

Take Two Film Academy provides filmmaking and media literacy 
residencies at WESS to help students explore, present, document 
and share what they learn during their expeditions.  

Lesson in Video Editing using Final Cut Pro Lesson in Camera Operation  



Technology at WESS

● Students are required to have a laptop or 
chromebook 

● HW and classroom assignments submitted through 
Google Classroom

● This year, all classes are synchronous (live classes on 
zoom) 



Electives:  An Opportunity for Students to Explore their 
Passions  

● Street Law
● Music Tech
● Modern Dance
● Civics and Government
● Body Conditioning
● Queer Pop Culture
● Cultural Diversity
● Genetics

● Forensic Science
● Computer Science
● Shakespeare
● Advanced Mathematical Applications
● Creative Writing
● Studio Art
● Digital Photography
● Sports Medicine

Elective classes are offered three times per week and are 
credit-bearing graded courses.  



Reimagining Student Travel

Grand Canyon- Connected 
to Earth Science Standards

Costa Rica - Deeply rooted 
in AP Bio Standards



Extra-Curricular Activities and Clubs

Finance Initiative

Gender Sexuality Alliance

West Side Stories Newspaper

National Honor Society

Philosophy Club

Remote Buddies

Student Council

Pre-Med Club 

Model UN

Debate

Green Team

Social Justice Club

Affinity Discussion Groups



WESS Sports Program

PSAL
WESS will be participating in 
the Public School Athletic 
League (PSAL) for all high 
school sports for the 
2020-2021 school year.  
Sports include:   Soccer, tennis, 
basketball, bowling, cross 
country, track, baseball, & 
volleyball. 

Unique to WESS
● Competitive ultimate 

frisbee team
● Rock climbing  
● Morning conditioning
● Sailing club through a 

partnership with Hudson 
River Sailing 



Parent Engagement and Communication

Significant opportunities for parent involvement:  

▪ Active Parent Association
▪ Equity Team
▪ Crew Parents 
▪ Facilitate or participate in Book Clubs
▪ Serve as an expert (a guest “professor” in one of our 

classes) 
▪ WESS Beautification
▪ Communication on the part of the school is ongoing



Learn More! Resources 

➢ Leaders of Their Own Learning – Ron Berger

➢ Learning that Lasts – Ron Berger

➢ EL Education website here

➢ More Information about WESS can also be found on 
our new website:  www.westendsecondary.com 

➢ You can also view in depth curriculum guides on our 
website!  

https://eleducation.org/
http://www.westendsecondary.com/


Q & A 

Q & A


